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A Page from Hlluminationism

Sohrevardi knew the philosophy of Illuminationism to be
from direct experience and personal discovery, more than
argument and reasoning, and in some cases approved of the
methods of reasoning. Although, in principle, he knew the
philosophy of Illuminationism to be separate from the
Peripatetic school of philosophy.

The Peripatetic school of philosophy, founded by Aristotle
and followed by Avicenna in Islamic philosophy, and
[lluminationism, founded by Plato and continued by
Sohrevardi (the murdered master), are two important
philosophies. What are the intellectual achievements of



these two schools of thought? From the sayings of
Sohrevardi, llluminationism is based on personal discovery
as well as rationalization. One comes from nurturing our
intellectual capacities and the other from refining and
purifying our soul. The Master of Illuminationism,
Sohrevardi, attempts to lead us back to our Source which is
a state reached by autonomously efficient sages, people
who achieve the holy state of wisdom through Astral-travel
ascending to the world of light, they can attain and gain
anything that they will into existence. As it can be seen, in
Sohrevardi’s opinion, the main condition for achieving
wisdom is being trapped and ensnared. What does he mean
by that? What kind of person was the wise sage?

According to the wise sage a seeker is someone who by
renunciation, soul refinement and reflection in the creative
system of creation, absorption in observing the divine lights
of his body becomes like clothes that whenever he puts it
on or takes it off, it appears in any shape or form that he
wants.

Regarding these statements of Sohrevardi his meaning
about getting ensnared, means being connected to the
celestial world. Becoming spiritually like God is also the
reason why the commentators of Sheikh’s works also
consider the goal of wisdom to be similar to God and to
imitate God’s morals and attributes. A seeker is a person
who has the capability to receive the knowledge of truths
from the Almighty and the general intellect, not through
thought and reasoning, which they’ve reached through
spiritual connection through their heart’s feelings. As it can
be seen from the above statement, Sohrevardi and the
commentators of his works have emphasized the difference
in the methods of these two schools in explaining the
wisdom of Illumination and its fundamental difference with
the Peripatetic philosophy, and it is as if their differences
are due to the difference in methodology.



The Peripatetic philosophy is based on rational argument
and logical reasoning while Illuminationism’s work is only
regulated through reflections of light, the ones who are
looking only for arguments should follow the way of
Peripatetic philosophy, and we have no discussion about
the rules of their ways.

By noting this point, according to the mentioned phrase, it
can be said that Illumination means to shine light and be a
beaming presence. On the one hand, just as in the tangible
world, the sun’s rays and its brightness cause objects to be
seen, in the world of meaning, in the light of lights and
connection to the Holy Spirit and the Soul’s Illumination, a
person reaches the position of witnessing the truth and the
reality in the presence of existence. It is as if it is a
manifestation and radiation in different proportions from
the source of Eternal Light.

The wisdom of [llumination is based on the two
foundations of mystical experience and logical thinking.
The key to understanding this wisdom is self-knowledge,
that is the divine wisdom that Sohrevardi interprets and
writes in the book of Matarahat as the jurisprudence of
lights. We don’t know of anyone who has a firm step in
divine wisdom, i.e. the jurisprudence of lights (Matarahat
505).

From Sohrevardi’s statements it is apparent that
[lluminationism leans on logical reasoning and personal
discovery, that one leads to the development of our
intellectual faculties and the other toward our spiritual
purification and karma cleansing.

According to whether one or both of these two states has
grown, Sohrevardi divides those who are searching for
knowledge into four classes.

Those who are just thirsty for emotional knowledge and
have started to search for it.



Those who have reached formal knowledge and have
reached perfection in the philosophy of reasoning, but they
are strangers to mysticism.

Those who didn’t pay any attention to argumentative forms
of knowledge, but like Hallaj, Bastami and Testari, they
purified their souls and reached discovery, intuition and
inner clarity.

Those who have reached perfection in both argumentative
philosophy and enlightenment or mysticism, the people of
this group are called wise sages. Sohrevardi, Pythagoras
and Plato are in this group.

Above this group is the heavenly chain or the spiritual
beings of occult knowledge, whose head is the Master or
Imam, and each member of the chain of spiritual ranks acts
as a representative on his behalf. These spiritual beings, in
turn, are the means by which the human soul is enlightened
and finally integrates into being whole.

Shahab ad-Din" Yahya ibn Habash Suhrawardt
(Persian: 20506 ollled also  known  as Sohrevardi)
(1154-1191) was a Persian philosopher and founder of the
Iranian school of [lluminationism, an important school
in Islamic philosophy. The "light" in his "Philosophy of
[llumination" is the source of knowledge. He is referred to
by the honorific title Shaikh al- ‘Ishraq "Master of
[llumination"  and Shaikh  al-Magtul "the ~ Murdered
Master"”, in reference to his execution for heresy. Mulla
Sadra, the Persian sage of the Safavid era described
Suhrawardi as the "Reviver of the Traces of the Pahlavi
(Iranian) Sages", and Suhrawardi, in his magnum opus
"The Philosophy of Illumination”, thought of himself as a
reviver or resuscitator of the ancient tradition of Persian
wisdom.
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In the name of Allah the most Merciful & Compassionate

There is a key in the treasure of the first and last Sage
To the existence of the attributes of non-existence, the
Universe

For every human being, there’s no position higher than
knowledge of the truth, and there’s no better state than
mysticism.

Find alchemy from the fistful of flowers,

kiss the threshold of your candle like a Roman,
burn Rome in the fire of Tabriz

Lahuri

If there have been any mistakes or distortions in the
contents of this treatise (book), | apologize, as we haven’t
been free from human error and weakness, and we have
failed to achieve perfection. According to Abul Hasan Ali
bin Hossein Masoudi, the author of the book Morooj al-
Dahahab, if it were true that anyone who doesn’t know all
the sciences wouldn’t write a book, no one would write a
book, because God Almighty says that there’s no
knowledge above every knower, and God made us of those
who obey him. They choose to have the fortune of
guidance, and | ask Him to replace evil with good and



make us benefit from His forgiveness and grace, who is the
most forgiving and possessor of all blessings, and there’s
no God but Him, who is the Lord of the great throne, may
God’s peace be upon the Lord of mankind Mohammad
Mustafa and his family. Here, | consider it my duty,
according to Sheikh Mahmoud Shabastari (ungratefulness
is a sign of ignorance), to thank my wife Mrs. Fuladi, who
has been my friend and helper in all situations and has
supported me in writing this book. In addition, I’ve tried to
mention the name of the reference (book, author and page)
that has been wused. | hope | have respected the
trustworthiness of this purpose.

But it is not possible for us to get to the holy world except
through refinement of our soul, knowledge, and wearing
the garment of grace. Sohrevardi writes about this that the
human soul has the ability to ascend and accept the holy
lights and reach the Kingdom of Heaven. This gift and
forgiveness comes into action in the light of struggle,
cultivation and illumination of the supreme principles of
power.

When a person reaches a state that all he sees is Godly
See how great is that state of a person’s vast being

A bird comes out of the testicles and begs for sustenance
And a person who doesn’t have children is in ignorance
He doesn’t reach anything neither virtue nor obedience



Introduction

You are the version of divine secrets
You are the kingly mirror of beauty
What’s in the world is all within you
Whatever you want ask from yourself

No one knows when and where for the first time a person
got up in search of a world outside of this world of food,
sleep, anger and lust, and thought about (the flight of
humanity)? It’s a question that we’ll never get a clear
answer to. What we know is that the life of this world
makes the body comfortable for a few mornings, but for the
soul that thinks beyond the comfort of the body, if there is
no cage, it is a land of sojourn! The perfectionist soul of
mankind wants to know the why and what of existence,
which has gone through thousands of pages of history and
the efforts of many famous thinkers in the past have
searched for an unanswerable answer.

(Man’s thought from long ago)

Where did |1 come from? Why did | come here?
Where am | going at last show me my homeland
I am the bird of Heaven I’'m not made from clay
They made a cage out of my body for a few days
I’m wondering and wandering why he made me
Or what did God intend by creating you and me



And with Khayyam, the philosopher, astronomer,
mathematician, and poet, with all those scientific treasures,
he says in this regard, “How beautiful is it in the earthen
house, the painter of the ages?” As Hafez sings about the
captivity of the soul in the body.

The veil of my face becomes the dust of my body
May | remove the curtain from that face

Such a cage is not good for me

I go to Golshan Rizvan where I’'m safe

It wasn’t clear why I came, where I went
Reluctance’s pain I’'m oblivious to my own work
How to circumambulate in the holy world

While I’'m in the composition of my body

If the smell of joy comes from my own blood

It’s strange the pain of circumcision is useful too

The human seeker is searching to find this mystery. It has
never been and will never be reached. This lost soul
laments that this cage is not my place, it hears the end from
inside the soul. And his invisible presence always tells you
to get rid of need and desire, because you’ll never see it
with your eyes, and never through science and philosophy,
which are incapable of knowing its main truth, and on the
other hand, we know that human beings are strange in this
earthly world. The moment is trying to break the body’s
cage to reach its true meeting. The following few verses
mentioned from Rumi’s Mathnavi Masnavi are an
expression of the state of life that has fallen into exile.

Who have separated me from the reedbed
Men and women have lamented my curse
Not far from my moans is my secret

But the eyes and ears are not the light



The body isn’t hidden from soul

And the soul isn’t hidden from the body

But it’s not a command to see the soul

Anyone who has stayed away from his origin

Will once again long to become re-united

(Failure to obtain true knowledge through reasoning)

It’s not possible to reach the certainty of truth, which is the
silence of the mind, through reasoning, evidence, anxiety
and doubt except through observation and examination,
which is the level of absolute truth. A special arrangement
that is according to logical rules, if the divine
confirmations, which consist of innate talent and the purity
of the inner heart, are not illuminated by the lights of divine
manifestations, and can’t be obtained from the combination
of reasons and proofs other than pure imitation.

He’s an imitator because he’s a crippled man
Although there’s a narrow argument and reason
The foot of the argument was wooden, and

The wooden leg was hard and disobedient

The result is that he wants to become enlightened and is
deceived through reasoning and proof, and the path is false
if you want to be enlightened with your physical eyes and
the invisible doesn’t become a figment of your imagination
by sitting in front of your vision of this world: Open your
inner third eye for the charming effect to be manifested
from the doors and walls. Then you will see him and hear
his voice from the inside as a result of self-cultivation and
moral refinement is the way. Sa’adi in his Boostan writes a
poem that’s close to this truth.

Introduce you to the right to free yourself
This world is full of sights and sounds



But what does the blind see in a mirror

You don’t see the camel on the Arab

Which is like a dance inside the flour

The camel is prideful, if a man isn’t he’s a donkey

On the other hand, the path of a Sufi and Mystic, if it’s far
from boasting and exaggeration of the claimants and is
from the soul and heart, it’s an indescribable state, in which
the seeker sees himself as an unbreakable connection with
the eternal existence of God, and that existence with senses
other than the five senses takes shape and form. He can’t
describe it in any language in such a way that he found it as
he did. The path of mysticism, which is called the
mysticism of illumination and Sufism among scientists due
to the difference in levels and foundations, is without
exaggeration, one of the ways of religious and
philosophical understanding of mankind. It can be seen
from this style of thinking and belief and its meanings are
manifested everywhere and the foundations of this ritual
and thought are through contemplation and intuition, until
one reaches that state they’ll realize it can’t be attained only
by reasoning. The history and place of this religion, as there
are different beliefs in this speech, such as Indians through
the teachings of Brahman and Buddhism and Greeks
through the Platonists, were very effective on the principles
of this thought and religion. Our country, Iran, has also
played a big role in this spiritual matter, even before Islam,
it can be seen in the religions of Iran. In the 4" century
Hejira, with the emergence of the Wisdom of lllumination,
utilizing the Khosrovani culture, a new breeze was blown
into the school of mysticism. Sohrevardi, the great architect
of Iranian Islamic philosophy, was familiar with the main
sources of the Pahlavi Avesta language and directly
implemented that treasure. Hamdullah Mostofi says in
Nezhat al-Qulob about Sohrevard being near Zanjan and



that the language of the people there was Pahlavi. In some
of his works, Sohrevardi and his followers gave a new
structure to Iran’s epic masters and mystical legends.

Sohrevardi (Master of Illumination)

A sage whose ideas for the most part replaced the
Peripatetic philosophy mainly in Iran he was severely
criticized by Ghazali. Shahab ad-Din" Yahya ibn Habash
Suhrawardi, who, was sometimes referred to as murdered
master but was commonly called Master of Illumination by
those who helped keep his wisdom alive until today, while
his works weren’t translated into English during the Middle
Ages therefore he was relatively unknown in the West until
quite recently when Henry Corbin contributed to an
important research project and translated some of
Sohrevardi’s works. Sohrevardi is still rather unknown
outside of Iran and this is depicted by in most Islamic
history philosophy books claim Ibn Rashd, or with more
research, 1bn Khaldun is the utmost Islamic authority in
philosophy  completely ignoring and overlooking
[lluminationism that became known in Iran after
Sohrevardi had revived or resuscitated it. This mistake has
been repeated by Arabian, Pakistani and even Indian
scholars because they believe more in the new books
pertaining to Eastern and Islamic philosophy. Leaving them
without a clue as to how important the philosophy of
[lluminationism truly is, this might be because it has first
been discovered in Iran where it has continued until today.
Sohrevardi was born in 1154 in the village of Sohrevard,
Zanjan province where other famous Shahab-alDin’s have
also come from and he has referred to the other two for
there to be less confusion. Sohrevardi in his short life has
written around 50 compelling and significant books in both
Persian and Arabic. His books in Farsi are widely
considered Persian masterpieces that later became an



example of fictional and philosophical prose writing.
Sohrevardi’s writings are a treasure of wisdom, in which
the secrets of many Zoroastrian, Pythagorean, Platonic,
Hermes and Islamic allegories were added. With his
general opinion, he can accept it from wherever he is, but
his world is also like the world of Ibn Arabi, the Islamic
world, on the horizon of which some pre-Islamic allegories
and symbols can be seen, just as the universal church that
Dante described is also a Christian church that adorns
Islamic and Alexandrian works on it (Book 3 Hakim Dr.
Nasr). In short, he was an Islamic researcher who wanted to
be aware of all the philosophical issues and mysteries of his
world, but his short life didn’t give him such an
opportunity. (Sohrevardi b.1154-d.1191)

Sohrevardi, famous philosopher and mystic of the 12"
century known as the Master of Illumination was an
enlightened and liberated soul in Iran’s history who stood
against pretension and impostors like his two predecessors
(Mansur al-Hallaj & Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani). Before
dealing with his biography and works, it is necessary to
remember that in the twelfth century, two other people
from the village of Sohrevard have a name in Iran’s vast
and expansive history of Sufism. During the childhood and
teenage years of this Sohrevardi, one by the name of Abul
Najib Zia al-Din Sohrevardi was a famous Sufi and the
founder of the school known as Sohrevardiyeh, and after
Abul Najib, his nephew, who also had the name of Shahab
al-Din, Shahab al-Din Abu Hafs Umar Sohrevardi, the
leader of the Sohrevardi school and the author of Avaref al-
Moaref was one of the fundamental sources for studying
Sufism and mysticism. Here, | felt it necessary to explain
that Sohrevardi or the Master of Illumination shouldn’t be
mistaken with Shahab al-Din Omar Aref of the 12"
century, in order to completely remove the doubt. Shahab
al-Din Abu Hafs in the year 632, in the name of Sheikh



Sohrevardi, withdrew from school and found himself
unable to reach the world of meaning and turned to the way
of the Sufis. And after learning the Arabic language and
getting to its sources and familiarizing himself with the
Quran and Hadith as well as travelling through the homes
of his uncle, he got a cloak from his uncle and sat in the
monastery of Baghdad and found many disciples who took
his religion to other provinces and his followers from
Baghdad too. They went to another province and took
Sohrevardiyeh’s circle of guidance to India, especially in
the Muslim cities and the city of Delhi, and one of the
elders of this sect in India was Bahauddin Multani, and
among the Persian poets of India, Amir Hossein Heravi and
Amir Khosrow Dehlavi. They were Sufis of Sohrevardi,
and Pirjamal Ardestani and his followers were known as
Pirjamaliye Sufis of Sohrevardi from the 13" to 15"
century. Among the famous writings of Abu Hafs Omar
Sohrevardi, Avaref al-Moaref is more reliable that was
compiled and translated Misbah al-Hadaye and Miftah al-
Kafayeh by Azizuddin Mahmoud Kashani, and it is one of
the Sufi studies along with famous works such as Abu Nasr
Siraj, Abu Talib Makki and Kalabadi were used by the
researchers. Sa’adi has written several verses about Abu
Hafs which might better tell the narrative.

The wise Sheikh, Master Shahab
Gave me two pieces of advice on water
One: don’t be self-centered in yourself
Two: don’t be pessimistic in public
History of Sheikh Shahab alDin Yahya Sohrevardi

At the same time as learning, the Sheikh also put his heart
into the experience of walking and austerity, and during his
travels, which can’t be reported with the exact dates of each
trip, he met and talked with Sufi congregations in the cities



of Syria and Asia Minor, spent time in solitude, and fasted.
It would take (several days) and it was as if he had reached
unanswered questions in the Sufi tradition, and he didn’t
wear a Sufi cloak. His different thoughts did not go unsaid
and his words did not go unheard. The monastics didn’t
find him as a disciple or as a guide. Shahab al-Din couldn’t
be other than a heretic or apostatic in their view! In those
days, Salah al-Din Ayyubi was in power in Damascus and
his son Malik Zahir was the governor of the historical city
of Aleppo. Shahab al-Din also relied on the support of
Sharif Eftekhar al-Din Sheikh Halaviyeh in the Halaviyeh
school, and these rivals brought Eftekhar al-Din along with
his enemies. Malik Zahir called Shahab al-Din to a meeting
where jurists, teachers and theologians sat in front of him
and were all astonished at his answers to their questions.
Malik Zahir believed in Shahab al-Din, but the jurists wrote
a petition and voted for Shahab al-Din’s apostasy and sent
the petition to Damascus to Salah al-Din Ayyubi. Salah al-
Din Ayyubi ordered his son to kill Shahab al-Din. In
another letter, Malik Zahir convinced his father to hold
another debate between Shahab al-Din and the jurists in
Damascus in the presence of Salah al-Din, which he
accepted, but the theologians, who had already denounced
Shahab al-Din’s heresy in the ears of the common people,
destroyed the city. They were angry with Shahab al-Din
and planned to kill him. And he was no more than thirty-six
to thirty-eight years old. There are many versions to the
story of how they killed Shahab al-Din. Did they suffocate
him? Did they cut his throat? Did they throw him down
from the prison in Aleppo, Damascus? Or did they
dehydrate and starve him to death? It is not known but what
we do know is that they made him into a martyr like
Mansur al-Hallaj and Ayn al-Quzat.

The school and collection of thoughts of Shahab al-Din
Sohrevardi, who is known for the wisdom of



[lluminationism, although it contains a source of the
ancient wisdom of Iran and the culture of the Khosrovani
from the Sasanian era, it is not entirely derived from the
culture of the East, and Illumination means understanding
the secrets of existence through our insight’s brightness and
the light of knowledge in the heart, for which he has also
used the term Light of Wisdom. Regarding his relationship
with the Sufi’s and his solitude and austerity, it should be
said that Shahab al-Din Sohrevardi was neither monastic
nor a disciple or mentor of any of the Sufis. A step away
from discussion and mixed with discovery and intuition,
and at the top of the ladder of heaven, the Divine Sage is in
the trap like the Prophets and Saints, and people like
Bayazid Bestami, Dhul-Nun, Hallaj, Kharagani and Sahl
Shushtari are also at that stage. The rulers of the human
society must also be those of the same divine wisdom, seen
in the form of Kayomars, Fereydoun and Key Khosrow, as
well as sages who are trapped and rely on divine approval
and grace to rule society. And we know that in the 6%
century Hejira, none of the rulers of the time had such
penetration in the Wisdom of Illuminationism and such
reliance on God’s good grace and glory, if anyone had the
merit of divine rulership, it must be none other than Shahab
al-Din Yahya Sohrevardi, and this is a place for reflection.
From the mixture of mythological and historical elements
taken from ancient Iran and ancient Greece, Sohrevardi
reaches the science, wisdom and jurisprudence of
Enlightenment which is a mixture of philosophy and
mysticism. In his treatise on the belief of wisdom, he sees
the Prophets and Saints of the truth as being able to do
things that others are not able to do.

The definition of trap from Dr. Samad Movahed’s book and
Wisdom of Illuminationism which is very clear and simple.
As it can be seen, in Sohrevardi’s opinion, the main
condition is to achieve wisdom. What’s the meaning of this



word and what kind of person is the Wise Sage? According
to the Master of Illumination, a wise sage is a person, who,
due to austerity, self-purification (cleansing of karma) and
contemplation in the creative system of creation and
absorption in observing the divine lights, his body becomes
like a shirt that he can take off or put on whenever he wants
and through Soul Travel (Astral Travel) can take any form
they want to ascend into the world of holy light. Don’t you
see the iron that’s roasted how the fire acts upon it, it
becomes like fire by giving light and burning. In the same
way, the human soul, which is the essence of the holy
(she/he’s from the holy world), when we accept passivity
from the world of light, he wears the garment of
illumination and becomes active and effective, whatever he
desires will manifest. The way of conduct means to find the
power to seize and create exemplary forms in different
manifestations, which is what the Sheikh interprets as
reaching the Source at the end of the Wisdom of
[Hlluminationism.

According to these words, it seems that Sohrevardi means
the trap of connecting to the world of light and becoming
spiritual means Godliness, is also the reason that the
commentators of the Sheikh’s works also consider the end
of wisdom to be similar to God-realization through divine
attributes and characteristics in explanation. In the wisdom
of Illumination, it is written: “A scholar is someone who
has the ability to receive knowledge and truths from the
Almighty and the intellect of words, not through thought
and reasoning, but through connection (spiritually through
the heart’s feelings) as it appears from the above phrase” by
Sohrevardi and the commentators. They confirmed him in
explaining the philosophy of illumination and its
fundamental difference with the Peripatetic philosophy is
based on the difference in the method of these two schools,
and it is as if their other differences are caused by the



difference in method. The Peripatetic philosophy relies
only on rational discussion and logical reasoning, while it
does not take rules from Illuminationists, except through
the guidance of Light, someone who is only looking for
discussion and reasoning should follow the Peripatetic
philosophy and the Illuminationists have nothing to say to
them. By noting this point and taking into account the
mentioned phrase, it can be said that the word Illumination
is used in the meaning of enlightenment and enlivenment,
shining, glowing, radiating, lighting up and lightening up.
Some think that Sohrevardi mentions less of his historical
background sources, on the contrary, he mentions thinkers
such as Hermes, Gnos, Anaz Qals, Pythagoras,
Pythagoreans, Plato, Platonists and Neo-Platonists.

Greek background in the Wisdom of Illumination

Islamic sages considered Hermes to be the same as Prophet
Idris, and Sheikh of Illumination referred to him as the unit
of wisdom as well as Sadr al-Din Shirazi. The name of this
Hermes was mentioned in the works of the Neoplatonists
around the 3rd century of Christianity, and in the middle
ages, they are known to attract the attention of the seekers
of strange sciences and alchemy in the writings of the code,
in which Thoth (sculpture), the God of Wisdom and writing
in ancient Egypt, is mentioned, and writings in his name
has also been found since the 11" century Hejira to the 17%
century. They’ve led researchers to research until today.
Hermes was also called the triangle of bowing. His story is
similar to Prophet Idris in Islamic sources, and the third is
the Babylonian Hermes, student of Pythagoras, physician
and alchemist, and his story is similar to the Egyptian
Dhul-Nun, and there is no clear and well-documented
record of the actual passing of these three people that opens
their time and era. Although in some texts, the name of
Hermes in Islamic culture has been given in relation to



which Hermes should be associated, but the talk of Hermes
and the Hermetic religion in this introduction to the
dictionary is because of the common existence of Hermetic
thought with parts of Iranian Sufism and Mysticism and
whether Islam is effective or not, the Hermetic religion is a
type of mystical thinking that is related to the Hermes
Trismegistus, found in the influence of Neoplatonic
philosophy and Jewish Kabbalah and gnostic ideas in some
of this mission. In the first treatise of this collection
Yemindros, it is said that Hermes asks God for help to save
those who are his brothers, who are God’s children, from
ignorance as well as other prayers.

Gnosticism

In the sense of epistemology, derived from Gnos (in
Greek), it is one of the intellectual movements that emerged
at the same time as the spread of Christianity, and
especially two of the 2nd century Christian thinkers,
Dalentius in Alexandria and Silides in Syria, are considered
by its followers to be its foundation. This thinking
emphasizes the knowledge of spiritual worlds, and
Gnosticism is a dual religion that believes in two separate
forces of good and evil.

(From the encyclopedia of Master Estelami)

Where is Shiz?

Shiz and its ruins are known today as Takht-e Soleiman, it
is located around the city of Takab in West Azerbaijan and
it was the religious center of Zoroastrians during the
Sassanid era. The center, which has been an important
center of attention of rulers and nobles from the Median era



to the Mongol era, and is an important historical monument
of Iran. This is the place of the famous fire temple of Azar
Ghoshash. A fire temple that was special for the emperors,
courtiers and soldiers of the Sassanid era. At the beginning
of their reign, the Sassanid kings used to go there on foot
from Tisfoon. And during times of danger, they sent many
vows and gifts there. This fire temple is located in an area
whose north and south length is 400 meters and its east and
west width is 310 meters. This environment is surrounded
by Parthian era stone towers and ramparts, with north and
south gates consisting of 37 towers. In the middle of this
area there was a very large oval lake and the largest
facilities of the Sassanid era was there. The building has
four arches with a fire altar, the fire temple is where the fire
is kept, and when the fire is not lit, it was not visible. It has
a large courtyard, gardens, warehouses and many rooms. In
the area of this fire temple, there was a palace for the
residence of kings and princes. In this fire temple, you can
see works from the Median era to the Mongol era. Near this
fire temple, the remains of a temple before the Median era
can be seen. Shiz was called Northern Ekbatan by Greek
writers. In the years 18 to 22 A.H., Arabs arrived in the
region of Azerbaijan. There are detailed reports about the
conquest of Azerbaijan, such as during the reign of Omar,
the second caliph, Huzaifa bin Nu’man, from Nahavand,
went to Azerbaijan, another army joined him and the fate of
Azerbaijan fell into the hands of Arab generals. The
aforementioned Arab generals, who were assigned to
conquer Azerbaijan after successive defeats, signed a peace
treaty with the border guard of Ardabil, the content of
which isn’t without importance. This important agreement,
which was the basis for the work of Islamic rulers for
centuries, the Arab chief took 800,000 dirhams from the
Zoroastrians and promised not to destroy the fire temples
and enslave the people. Akrad doesn’t prosecute the region.



The fire temple of Shiz should be respected and it doesn’t
prevent people from performing religious ceremonies,
dancing and celebrating. Arabs that conquered any region,
the people of that region gradually surrendered to these
conquerors, but in order to preserve the Zoroastrian religion
and the Pahlavi language during the following centuries, by
considering various sources, it is easy to understand that the
people of Azerbaijan and a part of the Jabal region spent
many Yyears trying to preserve their language and religion
and kept the fire of Ghoshasb burning. Certainly, four to
five centuries after Islam, the language of the people of the
region was mostly Pahlavi and they were followers of the
Zoroastrian religion. Now, to confirm this, we quote a
report from Shiz from the middle of the 4™ century Hejira.
Abu Dolf Masoud bin Mahlal al-Morji, who visited Shiz
around 340, reports as follows, (although we’ve described
some of the characteristics of the city in previous pages).
He said that there is an important fire temple in Shiz from
where Zoroastrians took fire from the east to the west.
From the fascination with this fire temple, whose center
was abundant 700 years ago, and there is no ash in it,
whose flame never extinguished, it appears from the reports
of Abu Dolf that at that time, in the 5" century, there were
stories on people’s tongues, such as during the birth of
Jesus Christ, gifts were sent there by the Shah of Iran to
Mother Mary and Jesus Christ, and Mother Mary also sent
a gift there, as well as other materials such as a volume of
the Avest, which was the original and authentic copy, at the
fire temple of Ghoshasb in the same city of Shiz. The
common language of the Sassanian era was the language of
Avesta commentary and numerous religious books were
written in that language before the advent of Islam and
even after the conquest of Iran and the establishment of the
Islamic Caliphate, and it was still a common language in
the mountainous region of Azerbaijan, although it gradually



lost its formality, and its power was reduced. Hamdullah
Mostofi, who lived in the middle of the 8" century, said
that the common language of Zanjan, Sohrevard and Shiz
regions was Pahlavi by studying the past and with a little
attention to the historical and environmental conditions of
Sohrevardi, it is easy to see his rich knowledge of ancient
Iran, as we said, even the tendency enlightened him to these
teachings. (From the book The Wisdom of Illuminationism
by Dr. Yasrabi).

The Right
Seyyed Heydar Amoli Shiite Sufi
In his biography, the year of Seyyed Heydar’s birth is
almost determined to be 720 A.H., he was thirty years old
at the time of leaving Amol. These first thirty years
constitute his Iranian life. Heydar bin Ali lbn Atidi
Hosseini Amoli belonged to the great family of Sadat
Amoli. The first 30 years of his life he lived in Amol, a city
whose inhabitants were mainly Shiites. This is the early
education period of his experiences. As he wrote in Jameh
al-Asrar, from his childhood and as a youth he was very
eager to study the Shia mysticism of twelve Imams. Seyyed
Heydar Amoli in the 8" century Hejira is one of the
important figures of the third era, because as mentioned in
the apparent history of Shi’ism, we see twelve Imams or
four periods of time.

1.The first period of time of the Imams of the
Companions, this period ends with a great absence.

2.The second period of time includes the year 672
Hejira 654 Solar year from Kalini to the great philosopher
and astronomer Nasir al-Din Tusi.

3.The third period of time is the Mongol era from
Tusi to Mirdamad.

4.The fourth period of time continues from
Mirdamad to our time. Seyyed Heydar in the 8™ century is



one of the important figures of the 3" era. His works have
influenced the philosophy, theology, and mysticism of his
century. The important thing that determines the meaning
and dominance of Shia in this century is the acceptance and
integration of Arabic ideas in Shia thought.

With all the respect Seyyed Heydar gives to Ibn
Arabi, he severely criticizes him. Seyyed Heydar, with a
genealogy that presents generation after generation, reaches
the fourth Imam Hussein, the martyr of Karbala, through
his son Zayn al-Abidin. His education from early childhood
until the age of 30 was the education of his innocent
ancestors. Communicable and sensible sciences, he studied
in Amol, Khorasan, Asterabad, and for a while went to
Isfahan then later returned to his hometown. At the same
time, Fakhr al-Dowleh Hasan was the son of King
Keykhosro and Ibn Yazdgerd. Seyyed Heydar clearly
points to the origin and relationship of the source of this
dynasty and says that generation to the Sassanid kings of
Iran from Islam completely shows the conscience and view
of Iranian Shi’ism. Fakhr al-Dowleh honored Seyyed
Heydar to the point where he finally made him his vizier.
During this period, Seyyed Heydar had all the blessings.
Later, he became aware of the bitterness and futility of the
mentioned gifts at once he gave up all these gifts. It was
found that after leaving everything, | kept only a used cloak
and set off to visit Shia holy places and Mecca. During the
trip, he only interacted with the Sufi Sheikhs. Seyyed
Heydar puts himself under the tutelage of Sheikh Nuruddin
Tehrani. In the end, he went to Mecca and Medina, he
returned to Iraq due to illness and wrote his treatise on
knowledge of existence in Najaf in 768 AH. Commentators
believe that Seyyed Heydar benefitted from the teachings
of two people Sheikh Mowlana Nasreddin Kashani Hali,
the son of Hali the Great, and received his permission from
Fakhr al-Mohagiqin, and at this time he wrote several



treatises and explanations of Ibn Arabi’s Fusus al-Hikam.
And after the detailed description he gives of his journey,
he felt the desire to visit Medina and visited the tomb of
Prophet Mohammad. They encountered obstacles in the
vicinity of Medina so they returned and went to Najaf,
where they settled down and engaged in pilgrimage,
solitude and worship. During this time, he received a lot of
the meanings and facts of knowledge in detail other than
what he has said in the interpretation of the Qur’an and the
explanation of the passages, which is not possible in any
way because all the words of Allah can’t be limited,
counted, ended or cut off. Seyyed Heydar saw two lucid
dreams while he was in Isfahan. (Know that | was in the
state of pilgrimage in Isfahan to visit holy sites, saints and
sheikhs, so one night | dreamed that | was standing in the
middle of the bazaar and | saw my body lying on the
ground, shot and dead in a shroud. It was wrapped in a
white covering. | looked with surprise and curiosity at how
| was standing yet shot dead until | woke up. In fact, it was
the beginning of voluntary death and spiritual conduct.
Once again, | was in Isfahan. | saw that | was sitting in a
friend’s shop in the same market. In other words, I drink
water and feed water over my shoulder to others. | looked
at myself, how | am both sitting while standing both
drinking and feeding water to others). Each of these dreams
shows the inner state of Seyyed Heydar after breaking the
relationship with his youth to worship God. In a dream, he
sees an experience that is made in mystical psychology and
is called the spiritual birth of a new human being. In the
discussion that Seyyed Heydar mentions about Shi’ites and
Sufis, it is quite remarkable and thought-provoking. Seyyed
Heydar is an Imami Shiite, for him Shi’ism is complete
Islam and the inner part of Islam, Islam is complete
because the truth is the inner part of Sharia, or religious
rule. But the situation he is facing is that Shiites are talking



bad about the Sufis and the Sufis are talking bad about the
Shiites. In this case, the Shiites who say bad things about
the Sufis are only satisfied with the Sharia and the outward
religion and forget the original Sufis and the source of their
cloak. Who is a faithful believer who, by accepting the
order and all the teachings of the Imams, the Sharia, the
Tariga or spiritual path, and the truth, is the reason why, in
contrast to a Shia who is satisfied with the Sharia, a Sufi is
a true Shia. In contrast to the awkward Sufi who has
forgotten the origin of his cloak, the Shia is a true Sufi, and
Seyyed Heydar’s effort in his Book Of Secrets was devoted
to convincing these two groups of Sufis and Shiites that
each one depends on the other and cannot be separated
from each other.

Seyyed Heydar’s Works

1.The Book of Secrets and Source of Light: The secrets are
hidden and esoteric secrets and truths that are revealed
through the present by complete discovery and intuition.
The collection of these works constitutes the divine
wisdom, while the intellect is the means of philosophy, and
the narration of the material and sustenance of words for
this treatise was composed around the year 752 Hejira.
2.The Treatise on the Knowledge of Existence: This
treatise was written in 768 Hejira. The end of this treatise is
actually a summary of a more detailed treatise, we haven’t
found a copy of it, though in this treatise, he has discussed
the love of existence in detail.

3.Shi’ism and Sufism: This issue is the index and the main
topic of Book of Secrets as well as Seyyed Heydar’s works
in general. It’s better to leave the reins of his speech in his
hands and study it, he said he wrote this book because of
the request of his friend.

(From a book Seyyed Heydar Amoli Biography, Works,
Views and Cosmology by Henry Corbin)



Qutb al-Din Shirazi

Qutb al-Din Mahmood Shirazi, who died 660 years ago in
Tabriz, was one of Iran’s great genius prodigal scholars of
his time when scientific nicknames had meaning so there
was a reason he was referred to as Molla Qutb or Shiraz’s
Scholar. Before him only Master Nasir al-Din was known
as the Scholar of Tus and Fakhr al-Din Razi was called the
Scholar of Razi. He was born in Kazerun in October 1236
to a family with a tradition of Sufism. His father, Zia' al-
Din Mas'ud Kazeruni was a physician by profession and
also a leading Sufi of the Kazeruni order. Zia' Al-Din
received his Kherga (Sufi robe) from Shahab al-Din Omar
Suhrawardi. Qutb al-Din was garbed by the Kherga (Sufi
robe) as blessing by his father, aged ten. Later on, he also
received his own robe from the hands of Najib al-Din
Bozgush Shirazni, a famous Sufi of the time. Qutb al-Din
began studying medicine under his father. His father
practiced and taught medicine at the Mozaffari hospital in
Shiraz. After his father's death (when Qutb al-Din was 14),
his uncle and other masters of the period trained him in
medicine. He also studied the Qanun (the Canon) of the
famous Persian scholar Avicenna and its commentaries. In
particular, he read the commentary of Fakhr al-Din Razi on
the Canon of Medicine and Qutb al-Din raised many issues
of his own. This led to his own decision to write his own
commentary, where he resolved many of the issues in the
company of Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. Qutb al-Din replaced his
father as the ophthalmologist at the Mozaffari hospital

in Shiraz. At the same time, he pursued his education under
his uncle Kamal al-Din Abu'l Khayr and then Sharaf al-Din
Zaki Bushkani, and Shams al-Din Mohammad Kishi. Al
three were expert teachers of the Canon of Avicenna. He
quit his medical profession ten years later and began to
devote his time to further education under the guidance



of Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. When Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, the
renowned scholar-vizier of the Mongol Holagu Khan
established the observatory of Maragha, Qutb al-Din
Shirazi became attracted to the city. He

left Shiraz sometime after 1260 and was in Maragha about
1262. In Maragha, Qutb al-din resumed his education
under Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, with whom he studied the al-
Esharat wa'l-Tanbihat of Avicenna. He discussed with al-
Tusi the difficulties he had understanding the first book of
the Canon of Avicenna. While working in the new
observatory, he studied astronomy under al-Tusi. One of
the important scientific projects was the completion of the
new astronomical table (zij). In his testament (Wasiya), al-
Tusi advises his son sil-a-Din to work with Qutb al-Din in
the completion of the Zij.

Qutb-al-Din's stay in Maragha was short. Subsequently, he
traveled to Khorasan in the company of al-Tusi where he
stayed to study under Najm al-Din Katebi Qazvini in the
town of Jovayn and become his assistant. Some time after
1268, he journeyed to Qazvin, Isfahan, Baghdad and later
Konya in Anatolia. This was a time when the Persian poet
Jalal al-Din Muhammad Balkhi (Rumi) was gaining fame
there and it is reported that Qutb al-Din also met him. In
Konya, he studied the Jam'e al-Osul of Ibn Al-Athir with
Sadr al-Din Qunawi. The governor of Konya, Mo'in al-Din
Parvana appointed him as the judge of Sivas and Malatya.
It was during this time that he compiled the books

the Meftah al-meftah, Ekhtiarat al-mozaffariya, and his
commentary on Sakkaki. In the year 1282, he was envoy on
behalf of the llkhanid Ahmad Takudar to Sayf al-Din
Qalawun, the Mamluk ruler of Egypt. In his letter to
Qalawun, the llkhanid ruler mentions Qutb al-Din as the
chief judge. Qutb al-Din during this time collected various
critiques and commentaries on Avicenna's Canon and used



them on his commentary on the Kolliyat. The last part of
Quitb al-Din's active career was teaching the Canon of
Avicenna and the Shefa of Avicenna in Syria. He soon left
for Tabriz after that and died shortly after. He was buried in
the Carandab cemetery of the city. Qutb al-Din had an
insatiable desire for learning, which is evidenced by the
twenty-four years he spent studying with masters of the
time in order to write his commentary on the Kolliyat. He
was also distinguished by his extensive breadth of
knowledge, a clever sense of humor and indiscriminate
generosity. He was also a master chess player and played
the musical instrument known as the Robab, a favorite
instrument of the Persian poet Rumi.

What kind of a person was Dr. Ali Akbar Siassi?

Dr. Ali Akbar Siassi was born in Tehran in the solar year of
1274 and was born in the neighborhood of the marketplace
Mahdi Mouse 50 meters away from Qazvin Square, at the
end of the alley there was a house owned by architect
Mirza Abdol-Razagh Khan. The house we rented was by a
school named Wisdom.

Before attending Wisdom School, he went to a Religious
School which like other Religious School’s had a stand for
storing shoes. The flooring was originally made with straw
which later became carpet, the oldest students became
Monitors and when Mirza Khan wasn’t present the
appointed monitor managed.

Ali Akbar had heard about regular school and was very
interested in attending, so he begged his mother to let him
go, but she also needed his father’s consent, so his mother



and older brother convinced his religiously fanatic father
and that’s how after two weeks he was able to attend the
small school which was next to their house. After a while,
the small school Entezam Soltaneh Street and he went to
another school named Soltani. The atmosphere and
ambience of this school was sad and dry, Ali Akbar passed
the highest grade of that school, which was equivalent to
the third grade. Mr. Bagher Khan, who was his French
teacher, recommended he attend political school. The
political school had a five-year term, and to study in it, he
had to take an entrance exam which he passed as well as
the interview. The school was located on Lalehzar Street.
The Dean of the school was a person named Mirza Ali
Khan nicknamed Zaka al-Molk Foroughi, and his school
teachers were: Nezam al-Soltaneh, Adib al-Mamalek,
Shams Ulama Dr. Nasrullah Khan...Later, the Political
School was called the School of Science. The distance from
his house to the school was far so he had to use the wagon
lines.

Ali Akbar resumed political school until he got his
Bachelor’s Degree. In the summer, his place of recreation
was Lalehzar Street. One day when he was strolling along
Lalehzar Street, he suddenly caught sight of Alireza
Mansour and they had a conversation. He had informed Ali
Akbar of applying for studying abroad. Ali Akbar asked
“Where should I register?” Mr. Mansour said they did this
at Dar al-Funoon school, again Ali Akbar’s father wasn’t
pleased with him going abroad. In the city of Paris, Ali
Akbar studied psychological science at Sorbonne
University and then he went to France again in 1304 and



continued his studies at Sorbonne University where in 1309
he obtained his Doctorate Degree and received an award
from the French Academy. At the time of war, Ali Akbar
returned to Iran and started teaching at Dar al-Funoon
school and the political school. Later, he was appointed as
the head of education in the Ministry of Culture and
actively participated in drafting the University Law, and
taught at the University of Literature as well as being an
effective member in creating the university’s structure and
foundation.

His Excellency Dr. Ali Akbar Siassi wasn’t into politics,
but he became the Minister of Education during Soheili’s
Prime Ministership and was Tehran University’s first
president. Dr. Ali Akbar Siassi was a clear example of a
perfect human being as well as a real teacher who devoted
his life and gave his full attention to the advancement of
science, knowledge and culture in Iran.

In conclusion, it can be mentioned that he was never
interested in the ministry, law, senatorship, nor political
affairs, in fact, he was a culture-loving person in the truest
sense. This great man and complete human being left the
mortal world on June 6, 1369 at the ripe old age of 90. In
fact, it should be stated: He was only one body but wiser
than thousands.

(May His Great Soul Rest In Peace)






